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STEP 2020-2021 

Session 03 – Leaders know the Bible 

Sanjay Mahtani, 2020 
 

Why read the Bible?  

• We know God through the Bible. - don’t kick the ladder away!  

o “What do you have that you did not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:6-7) God has revealed 
himself through the Bible  

o God has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3a), primarily 
because the Scriptures bear witness about Jesus (John 5:39). In the Bible, we find truth to 
live by, which doesn’t change even as seasons and circumstances change.  

• We honour God through valuing the Scriptures… connection between God’s Kingship and our 
worship  

o  “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24) 
o Jesus did not come to abolish the law and the prophets but to fulfil them. (Matthew 5:17) 
o “The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 

pure, enlightening the eyes.” (Psalm 19:8) 

• We find the life of God in the Scriptures!  

o “I bless the Lord who gives me counsel […] You make known to me the path of life.” (Psalm 
16:11)  

o “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth […] meditate on it day and night, 
be careful to do according to all that is written. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)  

o “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his 
law he meditates day and night. […] in all that he does, he prospers.” (Psalm 1:1-3) 

• A cautionary note: we should be aware of our hearts: they are slippery!  

o “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” 
(Jeremiah 17:9) 

• We find guidance for life 

o “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” (James 
1:22) 

Pause: Think about an attribute of God. Where in Scripture is that truth revealed?   

To consider later: Is there anything you believe about God that can’t be found in Scripture? 

What is the Bible?  

If you had to describe the Bible, what would you say?  

• The Great Story. A story book, a great narrative of God’s work through history, starting with 
creation, through fall and redemption, ending in a great victory over evil.  
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o Stories are engaging and culturally relevant. But not directive!  

• Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. A book of rules and regulations, a list of instructions for 
what to do, and not to do. This can feel like freedom (I know what to do!) or the opposite (all these 
things I can’t do!).  

o Instructions are clear and helpful. But static and not very relational!  

 

Read Mark 10:17-22 ESV (The rich young man) – neither only story, nor only instruction. 

 

The Bible is not just a story, and not just a rule book, but has elements of both. As we grow and mature, 
it’s important to learn how to use it well.  

Structure  

The Bible is a book, a number of books, an anthology, a compendium, a library!  

• Diverse in (human) authorship, genre, time, place. Around 40 authors, over around 1,500 years.  

• United in divine authorship, narrative, themes, quality.  

Genre 

• Narrative, story 

• Laws  

• Lists  

• Poetry and songs  

• Proverbs and sayings  

• Prophetic writings  

• Letters  

• Apocalyptic  

• Apologias  

Canon  

• Christians understand the Bible to be the written word(s) of God, hence calling it ‘Scripture’ (n.) a 
body of writings considered sacred or authoritative.  

• By the 4th Century, there was almost universal agreement about which Christian books were 
received as Scripture.  

• Apostolic origin AND Universal reception AND Orthodoxy  

As culture becomes increasingly sceptical of authority, you may find people asking questions about the 
authenticity and reliability of the Bible. A helpful question when sceptics ask whether the Bible is reliable, 
is: “compared to what?”. The Bible is the most attested ancient document we have, with stronger similarity 
between manuscripts than any other ancient text.  
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Pause or discuss in groups:  

• Which genres have you read in the last month?  

• Which styles do you find harder to engage with?  

Studying the Bible  

2 Timothy 3:16-17. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  

• Reading the Bible isn’t like reading any other book. The Author is with us, helping us, making it 
known to us! And, the book leads to the Author.  

o Psalm 16:7, 11. “I bless the LORD who gives me counsel […] You make known to me the path 
of life. “ 

• “TUMMy” 

Them: Exegesis  

• Questions  

o What genre of writing is it? (Poetry? Story? Letter?)  
o What part of the writing am I reading? (Quotation? Greeting?)  
o What words need unpacking? (Romans 8, Greek σάρξ sarx “flesh”)  
o What authorial intentions are observable?  

- 1 Timothy 3:14-16. “I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to 
you so that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household 
of God.” 

- John 20:31. “but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” 

• Principles:  

o Scripture explains Scripture 

- e.g. parable of the weeds in Matthew 13:24-30 is explained later in verses 36-43 

o Obvious interprets obscure 
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- e.g. 1 Peter 3:19-22 (quite obscure) is more understandable if we read Romans 6 
(more obvious) 

o Teaching interprets narrative 

- e.g. ‘Godless’ Esau – Genesis 25 is better understood by the clear statement in 
Hebrews 12 

o Chunks interpret bits 

- e.g. cessation of prophecy - 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 might be understood differently 
when you read chapters 12-14 as a whole 

Us: Hermeneutics. Awareness  

Hermeneutics deals with interpretation. It seeks to both understand (story) and to apply (rules), because 
Scripture has both description and prescription.  

Interpretation is not like a 100m sprint to find the right answer. It’s more like the game Guess Who?, 
removing possibilities to narrow the range of options. It’s helpful to not only ask “what does this mean?”, 
but also “what can’t this mean?“ 

1. List the broadest possible range of meanings that the verse, taken in isolation, could mean  

2. Reference other Scriptures to exclude as many of those meanings as you can  

3. See what’s left!  

 

• Overcoming “cultural distance” – we might have lost the meaning of actions that would have been 
familiar to the original audience 

• Applying learning from individual instances to general principles (learning from a story) 

• Applying general principles to individual instances (applying a law) 

So…  

• Start with the plain meaning. “Do not murder” still means “do not murder” 

• Check the genre. Remember, story is not necessarily instruction 

• If there’s no direct cultural translation, look for the underlying principle. E.g. “equally yoked”, 
2 Corinthians 6:14 can be still be understood 

Me: Personal circumstances  

Critical step – never leave it at the abstract or the academic. If this is true, what does it mean for me? 

My: Response  

Also absolutely critical!  

In other words, what am I going to do about it?  

 

Pause: Which of those 4 steps do I find come most naturally to me?  
Them - what did it to mean to them? (the original hearer) 
Us - what does it mean to us, today? (modern application) 
Me - what is God saying to me? (what is the Holy Spirit highlighting?) 
My - what am I going to do about it? (obedient response) 
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Personal devotion 

Breadth 

• Go all the way through Scripture. Numbers included!  
• The Old Testament is foundational. Don’t kick away the ladder!  
• The sweep of books and themes. Bloodlines (see bibliography)  

Depth  

• Take time to read and reflect on passages in detail. Get a study Bible to help you. Commentaries 
help you go deeper and understand the context.  

• Lectio Divina (www.prayercourse.org/toolshed). Meditation. Memorisation.   

Interest 

• If there are topics that interest you or that you care about, read more about them! Enjoy finding 
out the depth of the Scriptures on particular topics. Don’t be afraid of dissenting opinions. 

• You will need to come back to things again and again 

Chewy / jarring bits  

• When you read a passage, pay attention to the part(s) that don’t sit well with you. Stay there.  

• We look to interpret Scripture, but primary is letting Scripture interpret us.  

o Psalm 139:23-24. Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me and lead me in the way everlasting!  

 

Pause: Do I model an approach to Scripture that I would want others to copy?  

Leading from Scripture  

Authority & humility  

• The authority of Scripture derives from its authorship, it comes from God.  

• We need to learn to deal with Scripture as more than ‘good advice’. This can be a journey!  

• The Bible is clear and uncompromising about false teachers.  

o Titus 1:9. “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to 
give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” 

o Titus 2:1. “But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine”  
o Titus 2:15. “Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard 

you.” 
o Acts 20:28-30 

• We also need to be humble about uncertainty, questions, and our own ability to interpret.  

• When ‘new teaching’ comes out or new challenges arise, Christian interpretation for 2000+ years 
should carry weight!  

A final encouragement   

Deuteronomy 17:19. “And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may 
learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them.”  

Proverbs 9:10. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

http://www.prayercourse.org/toolshed

